[Rapidly progressive dementia].
Accurate establishment of the etiology of rapidly progressive dementia is a difficult but very important task, since a number of diseases and conditions that can cause cognitive decline are potentially curable and can be completely reversible with proper diagnosis and timely treatment. While a delay in treatment can lead to severe residual deficiency or death. The article provides current data on the etiology, pathogenesis, clinical presentations, diagnosis and treatment of major diseases and pathological conditions that may cause rapidly progressive dementia.